The Red River basin is a typical Asian river system affected by climate and anthropogenic changes. The purpose of this study is to build a tool to separate the effect of climate variability and anthropogenic influences on hydrology and suspended sediments. A modeling method combining in situ and climatic satellite data was used to analyze the discharge (Q) and suspended sediment concentration (SSC) at a daily time scale from 2000 to 2014. Scenarios of natural and actual conditions were implemented to quantify the impacts of climate variability and dams. The modeling gained satisfactory simulation results of water regime and SSC compared to the observations. Under natural conditions, the Q and SSC show decreasing tendencies, and climate variability is the main influence factor reducing the Q. Under actual conditions, SSC is mainly reduced by dams. At the outlet, annual mean Q got reduced by 13% (9% by climate and 4% by dams), and annual mean SSC got reduced to 89% (13% due to climate and 76% due to dams) of that under natural conditions. The climate tendencies are mainly explained by a decrease of 9% on precipitation and 5% on evapotranspiration, which results in a 13% decrease of available water for the whole basin.
Introduction
Nowadays, the freshwater scarcity has become a global and local dramatic threat for the sustainable development of the human society [1] . The continuous increasing water demand is growing faster than the demographic increase, bringing the water crises as a major world risk [2] . River network plays a critical role in hydrological cycle, and also in processing and transporting sediments and nutrients to oceans. The suspended sediment (SS) transportation by rivers can be a reflection of land and river degradation, and it drives nutrients to the seas which is an essential process for marine biogeochemical cycle and diversity [3, 4] .
Hydrological cycle and water quality are affected by climate variability and human disturbance. Climate variations, particularly temperature and precipitation, have effects on river systems both at to characterize the hydrology of the basin at daily scale; (2) to quantify the SSC in time and space; (3) to assess the impacts of climate variability and dams in a separate way.
Materials and Methods

Study Area
General Characteristics
The Red River basin, located in the southeastern Asia, is a portion of the international border among China, Laos and Vietnam. Of the total area, 49% lies in China, 0.9% in Laos and 50.1% in Vietnam. The Red River originates in Dali, Yunnan Province (China), which is a mountainous region, at an elevation of 2650 m a.s.l. [46] . Due to the accessibility of the data and considering the influence of the tide, our study area focused only on the continental basin with a surface of 137,200 km 2 that drained down to Son Tay, which is the outlet of the continental basin and the entrance of the delta ( Figure 1 ).
The upper part of the main river, before Son Tay, is called the Thao River. It receives two main tributaries: the Da River from the right bank, and the Lo River from the left bank. These two tributaries join the Red River just 20 km upstream to the Son Tay gauging station. Rapid increase of population and intensive agriculture activities inside the Red River basin require more water supplies for urban, industry and agriculture use, and more and more dams and irrigation channels are built to meet these demands both in China and Vietnam. In the upstream of the Thao River in China, twelve cascade hydropower stations are under construction. The Nansha Dam and the Madushan Dam started impoundment on November 2007 and December 2010, respectively, on the Thao River. On the Da River, the biggest dam named Hoa Binh was put into use in 1989. The Hoa Binh dam has trapped a mass of solid materials, and sedimentation in the reservoir reduces the dam's efficient capacity and life [39] . Therefore, in order to mitigate the siltation of the Rapid increase of population and intensive agriculture activities inside the Red River basin require more water supplies for urban, industry and agriculture use, and more and more dams and irrigation channels are built to meet these demands both in China and Vietnam. In the upstream of the Thao River in China, twelve cascade hydropower stations are under construction. The Nansha Dam and the Madushan Dam started impoundment on November 2007 and December 2010, respectively, on the Thao River. On the Da River, the biggest dam named Hoa Binh was put into use in 1989. The Hoa Binh dam has trapped a mass of solid materials, and sedimentation in the reservoir reduces the dam's efficient capacity and life [39] . Therefore, in order to mitigate the siltation of the Hoa Binh dam and to meet the need of economic growth, the Son La dam (upstream) was built and put into use on December 2010. On the Lo River, the Thac Ba dam was implemented in 1972 and the Tuyen Quang dam was carried out on March 2008. More details of these dams can be found in Table 1 . The upstream part in China is dominated by tectonically active montane areas with steep slopes, usually above 25 • [47] . Intensive rainfall and prominent contradiction between human and land make this area vulnerable to high erosion with steep slopes [38, 48, 49] . The main soil types are Acrisols, such as latosol, red earth, yellow brown soil and fluvisol [48, 50] . Therefore, high erosion plus the character of soil types colour the water of the Thao River and the Da River into "red" [50] . In Vietnam, the same Acrisols dominate on the slopes, and grey or alluvial soils dominate in the valleys [41] . Land use in China is mainly forest, accounting for 62% of the area, followed by grassland and cultivated land, accounting for 19% and 18%, respectively [1] . Land use varies in Vietnam in different sub-basins: in the main stream basin (Thao basin), forest is the dominant land use, accounting for 54.2%, followed by rice paddy fields (18.7%) and industrial crops (mainly coffee, rubber, tobacco, etc.) (12.8%); the Lo basin and the Da basin dominate industrial crops (58.1%) and forests (74.4%), respectively [37] .
Meteorological and Hydrological General Characteristics
The whole Red River basin passes across two climate zones, from sub-tropical humid monsoon in the upstream basin to tropical humid monsoon in the downstream part. Both zones are marked by a strong seasonality, and controlled by monsoon intensity. The rainy seasons occur from May to October, with precipitation accounting for over 85-90% of the whole year [37, 51] . The spatial distribution of precipitation is uneven-in China, it ranges from 700 to 3000 mm year −1 , averagely around 1000 to 1600 mm year −1 , and the general trend of regional precipitation distribution increases from upstream to downstream [52, 53] ; and in the part of basin in Vietnam, the precipitation ranges from 1328 to 2255 mm year −1 [37] . The precipitation input used for the model, a product from the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM), presents a mean value of 1507 mm year −1 , which is in the range of the precipitation observed in whole basin. More explanations and details about TRMM is presented in Section 2.3.2.
Temperature changes follow a classic orographic pattern: the mean annual temperature upstream in China varies from 15 to 21 • C [52] , while in Vietnam it ranges from 14 to 27 • C [50] . Temperature is lower in valley areas.
Potential evapotranspiration (PET) ranges from 880 to 1150 mm year −1 , and its mean value was 1040 mm year −1 [37] . Simons et al. [54] who used global satellite-derived data to calculate actual evapotranspiration in the whole basin showed values in the range of 860 to 1117 mm year −1 .
The hydrology in this region is affected by the monsoon climate and the runoff is mainly recharged by precipitation, which led to large inter-seasonal variations in river flows [51, 53, 55] . From the hydrology data that we collected, the mean annual discharge in Son Tay during 2000-2015 was 3082 m 3 s −1 . Corresponding to temporal precipitation distribution, the runoff is also uneven in intra-annual distribution: flood season occurs from June to November during which time the accumulated runoff accounts for more than 80% of the total annual runoff; low water seasons occur from December to May. The lowest discharge of the upstream Thao River in China usually occurs in March, and the minimum discharge of the Thao River observed near the border between China and Vietnam was 28.7 m 3 s −1 in 1963 [56] . The lowest discharge at Son Tay generally showed up in March, and from the discharge data we collected, the minimum daily discharge at Son Tay during 2000-2015 was 493 m 3 s −1 (in February 2010). Peak runoff usually occurs in August, and the maximum flood was 8050 m 3 s −1 observed at the gauge station near the boundary in China in 1986 [52] , while it was 37,800 m 3 s −1 at Son Tay in 1971 [44] .
Modeling Approach
The SWAT Model
The Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) is a physically based, semi-distributed hydrological model, which requires topography, weather, soil, land use and land management practices, to simulate the water, sediment and agricultural chemical yields in large complex basins where there might be no monitoring data with over long periods of time [57] . For modeling, a basin will be firstly partitioned into sub-basins, or sub-basins which are then further subdivided into hydrological response units (HRU) with homogeneous land use, soil type and slope.
SWAT has been applied in Asian basin and performed well in various simulations [35, [58] [59] [60] , and also in tropical areas [61] [62] [63] [64] [65] [66] . In South East Asia, SWAT was commonly applied to Mekong river basin [35, 60, 67] or some local small-scale basins [42, 58, 61, 65, [68] [69] [70] [71] . This paper applied the SWAT model in a large-scale basin in the tropical South East Asia.
Hydrological Modeling Component in SWAT
Water balance is the driving force in SWAT regardless of what kind of problems people want to deal with. Two major divisions are considered in simulating the hydrology of a basin: the hydrological cycle over the lands, and in the channel network.
Over the lands, SWAT simulates surface runoff volumes and peak runoff rates for each HRU using daily or sub-daily rainfall amounts. For computing surface runoff volume, a modification of the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) curve number method [72] is used. Peak runoff rate is predicted based on the water transient time in the sub-basin according to a flood event. In routing phase, surface flow is simulated using a variable storage coefficient method developed by Williams (1969) [73] or the Muskingum routing method [74] . In this work, SCS curve number method and variable storage coefficient method, along with daily climate data, were used for surface runoff and streamflow computations.
The Hargreaves method [75] , which required air temperature alone, was chosen to calculate the potential evapotranspiration (PET).
Suspended Sediment Modeling Component in SWAT
SWAT considers sediment transport both over the landscape component and in the channel component.
In landscape component, the model tracks particle size distribution of eroded sediments and routes them through ponds, channels and surface water bodies. Erosion and sediment yield are calculated with the Modified Universal Soil Loss Equation (MUSLE) for each HRU [57, 76] . This equation considers the surface runoff volume, peak runoff rate, soil erodibility, land cover and management and topographic and coarse fragment factor as follows: sed = 11.8· Q sur f ·q peak ·area hru 0.56
where sed is the sediment yield on a given day (t), Q surf is the surface runoff volume (mm H 2 O ha −1 ), q peak is the peak runoff rate (m 3 s −1 ), area hru is the area of the HRU (ha), K USLE is the USLE soil erodibility factor (0.013 t m 2 h m −3 t −1 cm −1 ), C USLE is the USLE land cover and management factor (dimensionless), P USLE is the USLE support (agricultural) practice factor (dimensionless), LS USLE is the USLE topographic factor (dimensionless) and CFRG is the coarse fragment factor (dimensionless). The sources of data used to determine each parameter are reported in Section 3.3.1. The sediment routing in the channel is a function of two processes: deposition and degradation, operating simultaneously in the reach. The Simplified Bagnold equation (1977) [77] is used as a default method for the sediment routing in stream channels, which determines degradation as a function of channel slope and flow velocity. The maximum amount of sediment that can be transported is a function of the peak channel velocity, as follows:
where conc sed,ch,mx is the maximum concentration of sediment that can be transported by the water (t m −3 ), c sp is a coefficient defined by the user (dimensionless), v ch,pk is the peak channel velocity (m s −1 ), spexp is an exponent defined by the user (dimensionless), q ch,pk is the peak flow rate (m 3 s −1 ), A ch is the cross-sectional area of flow in the channel (m 2 ), prf is the peak rate adjustment factor, and q ch is the average rate of flow (m 3 s −1 ). More details on these parameters and their usual ranges are reported in Section 3.3.1.
The maximum concentration of sediment calculated with Equation (2) is compared to the concentration of sediment in the reach at the beginning of the time step (conc sed,ch,i , in t m −3 ). If conc sed,ch,i > conc sed,ch,mx , deposition is the dominant process in the reach segment and the net amount of sediment deposited is calculated as:
where sed dep is the amount of sediment deposited in the reach segment (t), and V ch is the volume of water in the reach segment (m 3 ). If conc sed,ch,i < conc sed,ch,mx , the available stream power is used to re-entrain loose and deposited material until all of the material is removed. Excess stream power causes bed degradation, and the net amount of sediment re-entrained is adjusted for stream bed erodibility and cover as follows:
where sed deg is the amount of sediment re-entrained in the reach segment (t), K ch is the channel erodibility factor and C ch is the channel cover factor.
SWAT Data Inputs
SWAT requires inputs as topography, land cover, soils and meteorological data. All the inputs used in this study are listed in Table 2 .
Topography, Land Use and Soil
The landscape slopes were divided into 5 classes by SWAT based on the information from DEM (details are shown in Figure 2a ). The dominant lands are forest (27.56%, with 14.65% of evergreen forest (FRSE in SWAT model), 12.49% of mixed forest (FRST) and 0.42% of deciduous forests (FRSD)); agriculture (ARGL, 21.16%); range-grasses (RNGE, 19.94%); wheatgrass (19.57%, with 10.03% of western wheatgrass (WWGR) and 9.54% of crested wheatgrass (CWGR)) (Figure 2b ).
There are 21 specific soils in study area ( Figure 2c) ; however, most of them are Acrisols [78] .
Resolutions and download links can be found in Table 2 . 
Meteorological Data
Daily temperature data were obtained from the Global Weather Data in SWAT file format for a given location and time period. These data come from the daily Climate Forecast System Reanalysis (CFSR).
Daily precipitation data was obtained from the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM, product 3B42 V7), which is a research satellite designed to provide needed information on rainfall by covering the tropical and sub-tropical regions of the Earth. Simons et al. [54] compared several satellite-based precipitation and actual evapotranspiration products in the Red River basin in order to demonstrate that these datasets can be merged to examine hydrological processes before applying a numerical simulation model, and they found that TRMM rainfall product could provide reliable values in both space and time at this basin. 
Daily precipitation data was obtained from the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM, product 3B42 V7), which is a research satellite designed to provide needed information on rainfall by covering the tropical and sub-tropical regions of the Earth. Simons et al. [54] compared several satellite-based precipitation and actual evapotranspiration products in the Red River basin in order to demonstrate that these datasets can be merged to examine hydrological processes before applying a numerical simulation model, and they found that TRMM rainfall product could provide reliable values in both space and time at this basin. SWAT requires basic information, such as date of impoundment, reservoir surface area, emergency volume, principal volume and initial volume. The volume of outflow can be calculated by one of the following methods: measured daily outflow, measured monthly outflow, average annual release rate and controlled outflow with target release. As it is impossible to get the detailed outflow of dams, and in order to avoid the complex conditions of release operations and to enable the model to be applied for future hydrology regime prediction, the average annual release rate method that releases the water whenever the dam volume exceeds the principal spillway volume [57] was selected. A minimum and a maximum average daily releases for the month were limited for the model according to the Q data we collected and to the release information from reference [37] .
The six dams localized in Figure 1 were taken into account in the model. Two dams are located on the main stream of the Thao River, around 150 km and 100 km upstream of Lao Cai, respectively; two are on the Da River; and the other two are on the Lo River. However, inside this basin, there are more dams that were put into use [79] , or are under construction during simulation period; and these dams are located more in the upper regions and most are with less capacities. Here, the model only took these six dams with large capacity into account, and also they are located closer to the outlet of each tributary, see Table 1 .
Model Set Up
SWAT2012 and ArcGIS10.4 were used. The whole basin was divided into 242 sub-basins and then subdivided into 3812 different HRUs.
Two scenarios were simulated: (1) actual situation and (2) natural situation. Simulation was carried out at three temporal scale (daily, monthly and annually) during an overlapped period, from January 2000 to July 2014.
Calibration and Validation Process
The model was calibrated at a daily scale using Q and SSC from 1 January 1998 to 31 July 2014 with a two-year warm-up. Parameters were mainly calibrated manually, and some were automatically calibrated by using SWAT-CUP [80] . SWAT-CUP is a tool that allows SWAT users to perform automatic calibrations [81] . Five algorithms are proposed for calibration purpose [80, 82] . The SUFI-2 (Sequential Uncertainty Fitting 2) algorithm [82] , which can identify appropriate parameters sets in a limited number of iterations, was selected in this study. Calibration of Q was first carried out, followed by SSC.
Observed data of daily Q and SS concentration from 2000 to 2014, obtained from the Vietnam Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) at Lao Cai, Yen Bai, Vu Quang, Hoa Binh and Son Tay stations, were used to calibrate the model. Figure 1 shows the location of each gauge station. Time series plots and statistical methods were used to evaluate the performance of model in simulating Q and SSC.
Values from other references [37, 39, 43, 50, 51, 53, [83] [84] [85] are used to be validations of the water regime and SSC.
Model Evaluation
The Coefficient of Determination (R 2 )
R 2 describes the proportion of the variance in measured data explained by the model. R 2 is calculated as follows:
where O i and S i are the observed and simulated values, n is the total number of values, O is the mean of observed values and S is the mean of simulated values. R 2 ranges from 0 to 1, with higher values indicating less error variance, and typically values greater than 0.5 are considered acceptable [86] .
The Nash-Sutcliffe Efficiency (NSE)
NSE is a normalized statistic that determines the relative magnitude of the residual variance compared to the observed data variance [87] , calculated as follows:
NSE ranges from negative infinity to 1.00, with NSE = 1 being the optimal value. A negative value indicates that the mean value of the observed time series would have been a better predictor than the model [88] . NSE values between 0.0 and 1.0 are generally regarded as acceptable levels of performance. Related to the guidelines proposed by Moriasi et al. [86] , NSE values above 0.5 are considered as satisfactory in hydrological modeling. Performance ratings for statistics of monthly scale provided by Moriasi et al. [86] are reported in Table 3 .
The Percent Bias (PBIAS)
PBIAS provides the information of average tendency of the simulated data to be larger or smaller than their observed counterparts. The optimal value is 0.0, with low-magnitude values indicating accurate model simulation. Positive and negative values indicate model underestimation bias and overestimation bias, respectively. Equation is presented as follows: Table 3 . General Performance Ratings for NSE and PBIAS of a Monthly Time Scale [86] .
According to Moriasi et al. [86] , these guidelines should be adjusted based on the quality and quantity of measured data, model calibration procedure and evaluation time step. Table 4 presents the calibrated parameters for Q and SSC, and their definitions and ranges. Sensitive hydrological parameters are chosen by literature reviews [64, [89] [90] [91] . Relative change of parameters was controlled within ±20%, and absolute change was done by referring to the aforementioned literatures and theoretical documents [57, 81, 91, 92] . Based on actual information from the MONRE and literatures [50, 83] , parameters like runoff curve number (CN2), soil evaporation compensation factor (ESCO), available water capacity of the soil layer (SOL_AWC) and parameters related to groundwater (GW_REVAP, REVAPMN, RCHGR_DP, GWQMN, GW_DELAY) were calibrated to fit the actual water balance. Compared to the default values, ESCO was decreased and GW_REVAP was increased to increase the ET; SOL_AWC was increased by 20%; CN2 was decreased by 10%; REVAPMN was increased; and RCHGR_DP and GWQMN were decreased to decrease the surface flow, which accordingly increased the groundwater flow. Other parameters related to hydrological processes were calibrated to fit the baseflow and peaks, and they were interpreted in the following sub-section. Table 5 . According to the NSE of daily-scale Q simulations, results are acceptable (as NSE > 0) for the stations on the Thao, Lo and Da rivers, and is satisfactory (NSE > 0.5) for Son Tay. At monthly scale, the performance of the model is good, except at Vu Quang station where it is satisfactory. PBIAS values indicates that the model underestimated the discharge for majority stations except for Yen Bai. The absolute values of PBIAS were within 21.3, which is satisfactory. Hence, according to the statistic evaluations, the model performed well simulating Q at both daily and monthly scales. Figure 3 illustrates the observed and simulated Q comparisons at daily and monthly scale for five stations. Simulated Q shows the same trends as observed Q. At daily scale, the model underestimated base Q at Vu Quang station; and simulated peak Q was underestimated during some floods, especially at Vu Quang and Hoa Binh stations. At Son Tay, at the confluence of the Thao, the Lo and the Da rivers, the simulated Q shows a better agreement with both the base Q and peak Q. At monthly scale, peaks fit well on the Thao River (Lao Cai and Yen Bai) and at Son Tay, while they were underestimated on the Lo (Vu Quang) and the Da River (Hoa Binh); and underestimation on baseflow are only largely noticeable at Vu Quang on monthly scale. Figure 3 illustrates the observed and simulated Q comparisons at daily and monthly scale for five stations. Simulated Q shows the same trends as observed Q. At daily scale, the model underestimated base Q at Vu Quang station; and simulated peak Q was underestimated during some floods, especially at Vu Quang and Hoa Binh stations. At Son Tay, at the confluence of the Thao, the Lo and the Da rivers, the simulated Q shows a better agreement with both the base Q and peak Q. At monthly scale, peaks fit well on the Thao River (Lao Cai and Yen Bai) and at Son Tay, while they were underestimated on the Lo (Vu Quang) and the Da River (Hoa Binh); and underestimation on baseflow are only largely noticeable at Vu Quang on monthly scale. 
Results
Q Simulation and Hydrological Assessment
Hydrological Parameters
SSC Simulation
Calibration of SSC
As shown in Section 2.2.3, two groups of parameters were considered, and their calibrated values are shown in Table 4 .
A first group of parameters related to landscape processes are involved in Equation (1) . Among these parameters, USLE_K and USLE_P are sensitive to soil erosion. Due to the soil characteristics Table 4 .
A first group of parameters related to landscape processes are involved in Equation (1). Among these parameters, USLE_K and USLE_P are sensitive to soil erosion. Due to the soil characteristics (poor stability and erosion resistance), the Thao and Da basins are more vulnerable to soil erosion [47] . Therefore, USLE_K of the Thao and Da basins (0.3) were higher than that of the Lo basin (0.2). The agricultural practice factor, USLE_P, is defined as the ratio of soil loss with a specific agricultural practice (such as contour tillage, strip cropping on the contour and terrace systems) to the corresponding loss with up-and-down slope culture [57] . In the Thao and Da basins, contour tillage and terrace are common in mountainous regions, such as in Yuanyang County in China and Sa Pa in Vietnam. In the Lo basin, industrial crops and rice paddy are common because of its lower slope. Therefore, referring to the values in accordance with different slopes, 0.7 was set for USLE_P for the agriculture land use in Thao and Da basins and 0.4 for the agriculture land use in the Lo basin. Sediment yield from landscape can be lagged and trapped routed through grassed waterway and vegetative filter strips before reaching the stream channel. In the Lo basin, edge-of-field filter strips, which could be cultivated lands, grass and bush, are widely distributed along the river, while in the other two sub-basins, there are no such filter strips due to the steep valley. From measurements on Google Earth views, the width can range from 20 m to more than 300 m. Combining filed investigation, expertise from local researchers and calibrations from model, a width edge-of-field filter strips of 25 m was set for FILTERW in the Lo basin, which is considered as an average and approached value.
A second group of parameters, relating to in-stream SS process (deposition and aggradation), is required for Equation (2), which is more familiar with a power function sediment rating curve as:
where α and β are regression coefficients.
SPCON, SPEXP and PRF are the key parameters that control the maximum concentration of sediment that can be transported by the flow. SPCON corresponds to α and it is a proxy to express the river bed erodibility; the PRF parameter modulates the SPCON behavior, and the default value of PRF often equals 1. SPEXP corresponds to β to express the erosive power of the river [39] . According to Asselman [22] , a low α-value coupled to a high β-value are characteristic of river sections with little sediment transport at low discharge. During the study period (2000-2014), the Red River basin encompassed large ranges of measured SSC values: 6.9-18,300 mg/L in the Thao River; 0.6-3350 mg/L in the Lo River; 0.4-481 mg/L in the Da River; and 2.1-4100 mg/L in the Red River at Son Tay. The Red River transports little sediment at low discharge, and a low α-value and a high β-value should be set for this basin. Therefore, SPEXP was set to 2, and SPCON was calibrated after PRF and SPEXP were fixed. A value of 0.008 was set to SPCON before dam implementations, from 2000 to 2007. After dam implementations, the coarser particles were retained by dams, and the particle size distribution was affected downstream, leading to a change in the channel erodibility. Then, the dynamics of downstream suspended sediment transport decreased. Due to the complexity of dam implementations over the study period, we assume that the hydrodynamics of SS transport by the rivers in the Red River changed after 2007. Indeed, the Nansha dam is operational since 2008, and the Madushan dam construction started by the end of 2008; then Tuyen Quang is operational since 2008. Therefore, a lower value of SPCON (0.002) was set for the period from 2008. In Equation (4), two parameters are related to degradation process: CH_COV1 is the channel erodibility factor, and CH_COV2 is the channel cover factor channel. CH_COV1 is a function of properties of the bed or bank materials, and is conceptually similar to the soil erodibility factor used in the USLE equation [57] . CH_COV2 was set to 1, which means there is no vegetative cover on channel.
SSC Simulations
Statistics evaluation of SSC simulations at daily and monthly scales are shown in Table 5 . According to the general evaluation of NSE and R 2 , SSC simulations at these 5 stations are acceptable (NSE > 0, R 2 > 0). From the general performance ratings at monthly scale recommended by Moriasi et al. [86] , Lao Cai, Yen Bai, Hoa Binh, and Son Tay stations presented satisfactory and good performance; and for the Vu Quang station, though the NSE is not satisfactory, PBIAS is within the satisfactory range. PBIAS values indicate that the model overestimated SSC for all stations. Maximum absolute values of PBIAS were 46.8%, which is still satisfactory following the Moriasi criteria (Table 5) . Therefore, according to the statistic evaluations, the model simulated SSC at a satisfactory range.
The simulated SSC is in the range of the observed SSC during the simulation period, and showed similar trends to observations at the five stations (Figure 4) . However, the magnitude of simulated SSC peaks was either underestimated or overestimated during some periods. absolute values of PBIAS were 46.8%, which is still satisfactory following the Moriasi criteria (Table  5) . Therefore, according to the statistic evaluations, the model simulated SSC at a satisfactory range. The simulated SSC is in the range of the observed SSC during the simulation period, and showed similar trends to observations at the five stations (Figure 4) . However, the magnitude of simulated SSC peaks was either underestimated or overestimated during some periods. 
Impacts of Climate Variability and Dams
In order to identify and separate the impacts of climate variability and dams, analysis was carried out based on the annual mean Q and SSC of natural conditions (without dams) and actual conditions. 3.3.1. Impacts on Q Table 6 presents the annual mean Q in each year and the variation tendency of each station under different scenarios.
For the whole study period, under natural conditions, the biggest decreasing tendency of Q is at Son Tay station, followed by Yen Bai station, and least decreasing tendency is at Vu Quang station; under actual conditions, the annual mean Q decreased at almost the same degree at most stations compared with those under natural conditions, except at Hoa Binh station and consequently at Son 
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Impacts on SSC
For the whole study period, the SSC under natural conditions showed a biggest decreasing tendency in the Thao River, followed by the Da River, and least decreasing tendency was in the Lo River; under actual conditions, the annual mean SSC decreased more severely at most stations than under natural conditions, except at Hoa Binh station. During 2008-2013, the natural annual mean SSC showed bigger decreasing tendencies compared to 2000-2013; actual annual mean SSC decreased faster on the Thao River, then on the Lo and Da River.
The actual annual mean SSC during 2008-2013 at Son Tay reduced to 89% of that during 2000-2007 under natural conditions; among the 89%, 13% was reduced because of the climate variability, and 76% was caused by the dams upstream. Among the three tributaries, Hoa Binh and Vu Quang are influenced more by the dams while the Thao River basin is influenced more by the climate variability. 2000  1435  1435  1281  1294  241  238  1549  80  682  321  2001  1860  1860  1660  1671  279  276  1809  90  830  396  2002  1815  1815  1669  1686  287  283  1836  88  780  362  2003  1915  1915  1714  1726  277  273  1852  90  848  400 
Discussion
Uncertainties
Uncertainties of Hydrology Modeling
Base flow alpha factor (ALPHA_BF), which was sensitive for baseflow, was suggested by the Baseflow Filter Program [93, 94] to 0.02. Other parameters associated with groundwater and baseflow in Table 4 were calibrated by SWAT-CUP under the range recommended by SWAT theoretical documentation [57] . Hydrological parameters were calibrated at the whole basin, while these three sub-basins are different in hydrogeology, soil and land use. This might cause the deviations on the baseflow estimation at Vu Quang in the Lo sub-basin. In addition, downstream of the Red River system, especially in the Lo River sub-basin, agriculture activities are active and intensive, and there are many complex irrigation systems. Water is extracted for irrigation from the main stream and delivered to ditch and canal, or water can be taken from one river and drainage to another river. This might contribute to uncertainties for the baseflow at the Lo River sub-basin.
The simulation of the peak Q on the Thao River is more satisfactory than on the Lo and Da Rivers. The underestimation during flood season most probably results from the errors in either precipitation estimates or uncertainties in observed flow. Le et al. [95] indicated that due to the coarse resolution, TRMM rainfall products cannot adequately capture extreme rainfall values. The scatter plots of precipitation from rain gauge stations versus TRMM products from the study of Liu et al. [96] and Simons et al. [54] also showed that high and intensive rainfall is underestimated by TRMM. Discharge of high floods is usually extrapolated by rating curve, which can cause uncertainties.
As shown in Table 1 Furthermore, there are at least 10 more smaller dams that can be found on Google Earth in Vietnam; however, when these dams were operated is difficult to figure out. Upstream of Hoa Binh station, the Son La dam was implemented on December 2010, and at least 8 more dams can be seen on Google Earth in Vietnam. Certainly, many dams can be also found in Chinese part for both the Lo and Da River on Google Earth. Liu et al. [97] pointed that hydrological forecasting effectiveness and accuracy would be affected greatly by the construction and operation of the cascade reservoirs. It is difficult for the model to precisely simulate the complex operation of dam discharge, which depends on the arriving water volume, on the downstream water regime, and also on the variation of irrigation storage. Complexities can be seen in the base Q from 2010 to 2014 at Hoa Binh station. Besides, as mentioned before, there are many small dams and irrigation systems that were not taken into account in this model; this also contributed to deviations in simulations. These uncertainties of anthropogenic influences, especially the dams, caused deviation on calibrations, such as the base Q of 2010-2014 at Vu Quang station. Nevertheless, monthly simulated Q at Vu Quang is still satisfactory with NSE of 0.58, R 2 of 0.65, and PBIAS of 21.3.
Uncertainties of Suspended Sediment Modeling
From the daily simulation, we can notice that deviations mainly occur during large floods. Some studies [89, 98] showed that modeling might underestimate SSC during high and intensive rainfall. This underestimation can come from the landscape component when using a runoff factor instead of rainfall energy factor, or/and from the channel component where particle-size elements are neither tracked nor considered in the physical processes in floodplains. As already explained, uncertainties can also be related to satellite rainfall estimations from TRMM, or/and from data measurement and sampling strategy.
The SWAT model used a simplified version of Bagnold [77] stream power equation to calculate the maximum amount of sediment that could be transported in a stream segment. However, this algorithm does not keep track of particle size distribution of elements that pass through the channel, and all are assumed to be of silt size. Further, the channel erosion is not partitioned between stream bank and stream bed, and deposition is assumed to occur only in the main channel; flood plain sediment deposition is also not modeled separately [57] . Therefore, this simplification can cause deviations for sediment routing.
Water Balance and Yield
The average annual rainfall during the simulation period, using the TRMM data of precipitation, was 1493.6 mm, of which 53% (787.7 mm) was taken away through evapotranspiration (ET) and 47% fed the stream flow. The average potential evapotranspiration (ETP) predicted by the model was 1293 mm. Le et al. [83] used different methods to predict the ETP of this basin, and gave a range from 960 to 1289 mm for the period 1964-2008, while the actual evapotranspiration (ETA) was estimated from 771 to 1186 mm. For streamflow, the model estimated a water yield of 696.8 mm, which is close to the real water yield, 669 mm, calculated from the data collected from the Vietnam Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) during the same period. Among the simulated water yield, surface runoff accounted for 39% while the lateral flow accounted for 3% and the groundwater accounted for 58%. This result is in agreement with Le [50] and Bui et al. [84] . Le [50] indicated that the groundwater resource in Vietnam is abundant, accounting for around 58% of total streamflow, and is a critical component river flow during the dry season. Bui et al. [84] underlined on a typical small steep basin of Northern Vietnam that the deep infiltration is a key factor of the hydrological pattern in spite of the strong slope gradient above 30%. Therefore, the model provided a credible simulation for each component.
Simulated mean annual Q during study period at Lao Cai, Yen Bai, Vu Quang, Hoa Binh, and Son Tay are 16.7, 23.7, 23 .0, 43.0 and 94.7 km 3 , respectively, suggesting that the Thao River and the Lo River account for nearly 54.6% of the total volume of Son Tay, while the Da River accounts for 45.4%. According to the references and data we collected from the MONRE, the mean annual runoff volume upstream in China from 1956-2000 was 14.6 km 3 , ranging from 8.4 km 3 in 1980 to 24.6 km 3 in 1971 [53] , and the simulation at Lao Cai is within this range; and at Son Tay from 1960 to 2010, the mean annual runoff was 105.7 km 3 , with a minimum value of 80.2 km 3 in 2010, and a maximum of 158.4 km 3 in 1971. Other studies indicated that the Da River is the main flow contribution to the Son Tay, accounting for 50-57% of the total discharge [37, 39, 85] . Simulations are thus in good agreement with other studies and with the observed data.
Hence, combining with the satellite date, the model performed well at both water balance and yield.
Natural Conditions Effects
In order to find out the driving factors that decrease Q under natural conditions, we analyzed the tendency of the annual mean rainfall, evapotranspiration (ET), and temperature of the whole basin. From Figure 5 , we can see that the annual mean rainfall shows decreasing tendencies while temperature shows a contrary tendency. ET can come from the water body, the plants and the soil, and it can be influenced by many factors, such as geomorphology, climate, soil water content, vegetation cover, etc. Ignoring the possible changes of geomorphology and vegetation cover, we checked the variation of soil water content and found that it showed a decreasing tendency though its decreasing rate is smaller than the one of ET (Figure 5b ). Not taking into account the runoff loses, the available water yield should theoretically equal the difference between rainfall and ET. We can find in Figure 5a that the difference between rainfall and ET shows a decreasing trend, which might indicate that the average annual water yield decreases. During the study period, the annual mean rainfall reduces by 9%, ET reduces by 5%, and temperature increases by 1%. These changes result a 13% decrease of available water with a 4% decrease of soil water content. Table 6 shows that the main impact factor is not the same in different sub-basins. This can relate to the regional climate characteristics. From the study of Le et al. [37] , among these three sub-basins, the mean annual rainfall was highest for the Thao sub-basin, followed by the Da sub-basin, and then the Lo sub-basin. Therefore, the different Q variation rates of each sub-basin can relate to the distribution of rainfall, and the decrease of the rainfall might affect the Thao basin most, resulting a biggest Q decreasing rate among the three tributaries.
Different SSC decreasing rates relate to the different soil erosion rates under different rainfall intensity of each sub-basin. As described in Section 3.2.1, the Thao and the Da basin are more vulnerable to soil erosion; the possible decrease in rainfall might have much less impacts on soil erosion in these two sub-basins than in the Lo basin.
In our study, it is impossible and difficult for us to get all the information of all the dams in this large-scale basin, and take all of them into account in this model. Therefore, this model cannot strictly represent the natural conditions. However, some of the dams locate quite upstream of the Da and Lo tributaries and are with smaller capacities, and these reasons can make them have much less impact on the SSC at the outlet of each tributary. Hence, removing the 6 dams that we considered in the model might maximally reflect the natural conditions.
Land use changes were not taken into account. However, land use changes have been proved to have effects on soil erosion [99] . Therefore, it would be interesting to take the land use changes into account in the future. 
Impacts of Dams
Dams show different degrees of impacts on both Q and SSC. Due to the big capacity of Hoa Binh dam, it shows bigger regulating effect on downstream flow than other dams. Liu et al. [97] addressed that the impact of the dam on runoff increased with the dam capacity. However, even though the Hoa Binh dam has a big capacity, its impact on Q is small. This result is in agreement with the study from Dang et al. [39] who found that there was little or no change of Q before and after the Hoa Binh dam.
Previous studies [39, 40, 43] estimated the impacts on SS from dams before 2011 based on the measurements. Dang et al. [39] and Vinh et al. [43] mainly focused on the effect of the Hoa Binh dam, and Lu et al. [40] also considered the Thac Ba dam, the Tuyen Quang dam, and the Son La dam. We extended the time period to 2013 and also took the dams in China into account. After 2008, at Lao Cao and Yen Bai station, the actual annual mean SSC reduced to 74% and 68% of that during 2000-2007, among which 54% and 48% are due to the dam effects, respectively. With the accumulation impacts from old dams and new dams, at Vu Quang and Hoa Binh, the actual annual mean SSC reduced to 72% and 99% of that during 2000-2007, among which 64% and 90% are due to the dam effects, respectively. At Son Tay station, the outlet of the continental basin, the annual mean SSC reduced to 89% of that under natural conditions during 2000-2007, and 76% of this 89% was caused by the dams upstream. With more dams to be put into use, the SSC at Son Tay might continue to decrease, and this might influence the downstream water system. 
Previous studies [39, 40, 43] estimated the impacts on SS from dams before 2011 based on the measurements. Dang et al. [39] and Vinh et al. [43] mainly focused on the effect of the Hoa Binh dam, and Lu et al. [40] also considered the Thac Ba dam, the Tuyen Quang dam, and the Son La dam. We extended the time period to 2013 and also took the dams in China into account. After 2008, at Lao Cao and Yen Bai station, the actual annual mean SSC reduced to 74% and 68% of that during 2000-2007, among which 54% and 48% are due to the dam effects, respectively. With the accumulation impacts from old dams and new dams, at Vu Quang and Hoa Binh, the actual annual mean SSC reduced to 72% and 99% of that during 2000-2007, among which 64% and 90% are due to the dam effects, respectively. At Son Tay station, the outlet of the continental basin, the annual mean SSC reduced to 89% of that under natural conditions during 2000-2007, and 76% of this 89% was caused by the dams upstream. With more dams to be put into use, the SSC at Son Tay might continue to decrease, and this might influence the downstream water system.
Conclusions
This is the first study trying to use a modeling approach to analyze hydrology regime and suspended sediment concentration at a daily scale for a long period in the Red River basin, including considering the successive implementations of dams all along the period. The SWAT model provided some insights on discharge and suspended sediment concentration at daily and monthly scales, respectively, in such a large basin. This study allowed us to understand, characterize, and quantify the discharge and suspended sediment concentration with spatial and temporal variations. What is more, using a modeling approach helped us to separate the impacts from climate variability and anthropogenic impacts. However, some improvements are needed, such as dam information and management, observed rainfall data, discharge and suspended sediment dataset of more stations and longer period, high frequency dataset, to gain a better estimation and understanding of the impacts of climate variability and human interferences.
Under the impacts of both climate variability and dams, the Q and SSC show a decreasing trend. However, climate variability and dams have different influence degrees in different sub-basins. The decrease of Q is more related to climate variability while the decrease of SSC is more related to impacts of dams. The annual mean rainfall of the whole basin decreased 9%, evapotranspiration decreased 5%, and temperature increased 1%; which consequently resulted a 4% decrease on soil water content and a 13% decrease of available water for the whole basin. With the accumulated impacts from three tributaries, at the outlet, Son Tay, from 2008 to 2013, the Q decreased to 13% of that under natural conditions of 2000-2007, and climate variability caused 9% decrease and dams caused 4%; SSC decreased to 89% of that under natural conditions of 2000-2007, and 13% came from the impacts of climate and 76% was decreased by the dams.
With more dams to be implemented in this basin both in Chinese and Vietnamese part, sediment retention would consequently increase, which could subsequently influence the transport of associated matters, such as nutrients, metals, and pesticide, and also the habitats downstream. Based on this study, future studies of nutrients, metal, and pesticide transports and quantification can be carried out by using this new tool. In addition, more scenarios of the global changes, such as land use changes and climate changes in the future and their impacts on hydrology and suspended sediment could be quantified by using the model implemented. 
